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SINCE February 13,
2017 when
President Nana
Addo Dankwa
Akufo-Addo
announced the

determination of the
government to begin the
implementation of its
campaign promise to provide
free public senior high school
(SHS) education  the
government has never looked
back.
The targets of this free

education which started from
the 2017/2018 academic year
are all eligible Ghanaians. 
Initially, many took the

announcement as one of those
political gimmicks, but when
the President officially
launched the programme to
coincide with the beginning of
the 2017/2018 academic year on
September 13, 2017 at the West
Africa Senior High School in
Accra, many began revising
their notes. 
With an initial 362,775

students who began the
programme in the 2017/2018

academic year, the programme
is now has over 1.2 million
students with the first batch
beginning their West African
Senior School Certificate
Examination (WASSCE) today.
Such was the vision of the

President to offer free public
SHS education, which aimed
at building an educated
populace for speedy national
development and progress.

Free SHS package
The Free SHS comes with a

package tuition, no admission
fees, no library fees, no science
centre fees, no computer
laboratory fees, no
examination fees, and no
utility fees. 
In addition, the

beneficiaries receive free
textbooks, free boarding and
free meals while day students
also get a meal at school for
free.
Free SHS also covers

agricultural, vocational and
technical institutions at the
high school level.

Missing link
That is premised on the

fact that the inability of the

country to give all its citizens
the kind of education that
enabled Western and Asian
countries to thrive has been
the missing link in Ghana’s
economic development.
The determination of the

government to see to the
successful implementation of
the programme knows no
boundary defying any
financial challenges the
country might have been
facing.

Pro-poor
Surely, the Free SHS

programme is a pro—poor
intervention and surely any
strategy that provides for more
inclusive and equitable access
to education
across elite and
marginalised
groups, especially
at the secondary
level, helps fend
off social unrest. 
Indeed, the

equitable
expansion of
access to
educational
opportunities can
bring harmony
and even reduce
the risk of
conflict.
After all, you

don’t develop a
country based on
only elitism and

that explained the decision of
the 30 quota system under the
policy for candidates from
public basic schools to gain
admission into the well
endowed schools often
referred to as category A
schools.
This surely brings in

inclusivity, something that
was missing in the
educational system until now. 
Aside the inclusivity, the

ability to pay was the order of
the day, resulting in many
children dropping out of
school or declining  to enrol in
SHSs.

Admissions
For instance, in the first

year of free secondary
education, 362,000 qualified
students were enrolled, which
included 80,000 more children
who otherwise could not have
afforded it. 
In the second year, over

490,000 students passed their
Basic Education Certificate
Examination (BECE) exams,
but there were only 290,000
classroom seats.  The dilemma
would have been to push the
extra 182,000 students out to
swell up the numbers on our
streets.
Government decided that

instead of throwing these
students out there, it would
find ways to ensure that those
extra students enjoy
secondary education and that
gave birth to the double track
system.

Success
So, three years down the

lane since the introduction of
the policy, the Deputy Minister
of Education in charge of Pre-
tertiary Education, Dr Yaw
Osei Adutwum, believes the
programme has so far been
successfully implemented “by
all accounts.” 
“Stories abound across the

length and breadth of the
country of students who have
got the opportunity to attend
senior school as the first in
their family,” he said.
He believed President

Akuffo Addo  had given a boost
to secondary education and in
the years to come the impact
would be seen at the tertiary
education system.

Free SHS here to stay



By Severious Kale-Dery
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• President Akufo-Addo (right) and Vice-President
Bawumia unveil the logo of the Free SHS



PRESIDENT Nana
Addo Dankwa
Akufo-Addo has
sent a special best
wishes message to
all the West

African Senior School
Certificate Examination
(WASSCE)
candidates.

In all, 375,737
candidates will
be writing the
WASSCE, which
begins today. 

However, a
total of 313,838
candidates from
the public
senior high
schools (SHSs)
and 20,000 candidates in the
Ghana Education Service (GES)
technical and vocational
education division are the
beneficiaries under the Free
SHS programme.

The technical examinations
for TVET candidates which is
jointly organised by the
Technical Examinations Unit of
GES and the National Board for
Professional and Technician
Examinations (NABPTEX),
commences on August 3, 2020.

"I wish all the students the
best of luck and Godspeed in
their examination and I send

best wishes to
all the final
year senior
high school
students, who
will, from
today,
Monday,
August 3, take
the West
African
Senior

Secondary School Certificate
Examination (WASSCE)," the
message said. 

Key to future
The President said every

Ghanaian acknowledged that
education was key to the future
of the country and added that
"we, therefore, must do
everything possible, even in the
midst of a pandemic, to
guarantee the prospects of our
youth, protect their potential
and, thereby, help preserve our
collective future."  

Enhanced protocols
President Akufo-Addo said

just as had been done over the
course of the last four weeks,
since their return to school, "I
continue to urge everyone
associated with the conduct of
this year’s WASSCE, that is,
teaching and non-teaching
staff, invigilators and students,
to abide by the enhanced
hygiene, mask wearing and
social distancing protocols they
have become accustomed to."

He said those protocols
continued to remain "our
weapons in the fight to defeat
COVID-19."

President wishes
WASSCE candidates well

News Desk Report



THE Government has spent a total of
GH¢1,591,743,169.75  on the current batch
of the Free SHS students who are starting
the WASSCE today.

Itemised bills
The amount covered general fees for

SHS/TVET, teaching and learning
materials, feeding fee for boarding and
day students, one-time fees for first year
SHS/TVET students only and one time
TVET instruments for first year students
only.

School fees and feeding
For the three years of their stay in the

SHS, for instance, the government paid
GH¢5,026 as school fees for each boarding
student and GH¢2,272 on each day
student.

A total fee for a TVET day student from
2017 till date (three-year duration) is
GH¢2,632 and GH¢5,386 for the boarding
counterparts. 

Buffer Stock Company Ltd 
Additionally, a total of

GH¢1,093,277,941.94 had so far been paid
to the Buffer Stock Company Ltd for the
supply of food items to schools since the
inception of the free secondary education
policy.

Justification
The Deputy Coordinator of the Free

SHS Secretariat, Nana Ama Tima Boakye,
made the figures available in an interview
with the Daily Graphic in Accra.

She said the government was justified
in spending such huge amount on the
students, adding that “I think that it is a
better use of the country’s resources
because in every home, someone is
benefiting somehow and not because the
resources are reserved for a particular
class of people.” 

For her, the Free SHS programme was
a timely intervention which ensured that
students who would have dropped out of
school because of the cost barrier and
infrastructural challenges enrolled and
stayed in school.

Inclusiveness
“I think it is a good policy, an all

inclusive policy, especially with the equity
system. It helps, no matter the

background the students are coming
from,” she added.

Nana Tima Boakye said she believed
the equity aspect of the policy alone had
given the children the opportunity to
enjoy education in schools that they never
ever dreamt of.

For her, free secondary school has been
phenomenal.  “I will say so far so very
good,” adding that some people saw the
programme as coming from some
politicians who promised somewhere and
had to force it into fruition.

Reality
“For me when I am talking about free

SHS,  I see it in students. I have a student
at Archbishop Porter Girls. I have a
student in Navrongo SHS.  I have a student
in Islamic Girls SHS and indeed I have
students all over the country and there are
many of such students who without this
policy would not have gone to school,” she
argued.

She admitted that the first
Computerised School Selection Placement
System under the Free SHS was met with
challenges, saying “like every other new
policy, there were hitches, but we had to
learn as we moved along.”

By Severious Kale-Dery 

“I wish all the
students the best
of luck and
Godspeed in their
examination.”

• President Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo 

• Nana Ama Tima Boakye


 








HERdream to
become a midwife
has been
punctuated by
many uncertainties. 

At age 14, the dream crashed after
she became a victim of teenage
pregnancy and had to drop out of basic
school in 2009.
This was just the tip of the iceberg

as she had to succumb to two more
pregnancies; all happening just when
she was closer to picking up the pieces
and getting back to school.
Twenty-five-year-old Louis Faith,

now a mother of three, however, kept
faith with her dream and defied the
odds to enroll to continue her
education.
"I got pregnant each time I was

closer to getting back to school
because I was staying with a man. I
took a bold step and left the man to
start my education again at Sokode
Gbogame M.A JHS in Ho in the Volta
Region in 2018.
"It was a difficult moment for me. I

had to sell to take care of myself and
my three children; but by God’s grace,

I wrote the Basic Education Certificate
Examination (BECE) in 2019 and
passed," she said.

The triumph
Her determination to break

through the wall to achieve her
dreams was facilitated by the free
senior high school (FSHS) education
policy by the government that was
implemented in 2017.
Nagging questions such as where

will I get money to pay my fees at the
SHS, what about my children; that
would obviously have blown the
dream away, were answered when she
got admitted to the much fancied
Mawuli SHS in the Volta Region
without having to pay a dime; thanks
to the FSHS policy.
"For me, the FSHS is the best thing

that has happened to my life. I pledge
to justify the investment in me by
working hard to be the midwife that I
have always dreamt to be," she said
rather confidently.
The story of 25-year-old Faith is a

living testimony of the many lives
that have been touched by the FSHS
policy that was started in 2017.

The good story
The implementation of the FSHS

was in fulfilment of a manifesto
promised by
President Nana Addo
Dankwa Akufo-Addo,
then a presidential
candidate of the New
Patriotic Party (NPP),
to make education at
the secondary school
free when he was
given the mandate to
lead the country.
This singular

move was in
furtherance of Article
25 (1b) which states
that “secondary
education in its
different forms,
including technical
and vocational
education, shall be
made generally

available and accessible to all, by
every appropriate means, and in
particular by the progressive
introduction of free education.”

Initial Brouhaha
The implementation of the

FSHS policy, despite the initial
brouhaha surrounding it, opened a
window of opportunity for many
young people to continue their
education beyond junior high
school (JHS).
Until this policy, statistics from

the Ministry of Education (MoE)
had shown that about 25 per cent
of qualified JHS graduates who
were placed in SHS under the
Computerised School Selection
and Placement System (CSSPS)
every year failed to enrol in school.
This was largely because their

parents could not fund their
secondary education. For such
parents and their children in
particular, the FSHS came as their
saviour.
In the first year of the

implementation of the policy, the
Minister of Education, Dr Matthew
Opoku Prempeh, disclosed at a media
briefing on November 20, 2017 that
some 358,000 students had enrolled
under the FSHS policy, representing an
increment of 75 per cent from the 2016
figure.
Between the 2017/18 and 2018/19

academic year, the enrolment at the
SHSs saw an increment of over 100,000
students.
The first batch of 313,837

beneficiaries of the FSHS policy is
currently writing the 2020 West Africa
Secondary School Certificate
Examination (WASSCE).
If the MoE statistics is anything to

go by, it means that all things being
equal, 784,592 of the current WASSCE
candidates would not have gotten the
opportunity to write the examination
if the FSHS had not been
implemented.

Scaling the challenges
The implementation of this all-

important policy was not without
challenges. For instance, at its
implementation stage, the total seats
available at the time were 290,737, a
situation that created overcrowding
related issues at FSHSs.
It was in an attempt to deal with

this challenge head on that the
government, through the MoE,
introduced the double-track system to
create space for more students.
With the double track system,

schools have a calendar of two
semesters in a year to be shared
between two batches of SHS students.

Other endorsements
Apart from students, many other

stakeholders in the education sector,
including parents and teachers, have
spoken highly of the FSHS policy.
For the Headmaster of the Ghana

SHS located at Koforidua in the
Eastern Region, Mr Jacob Afful, the
long battle of chasing students for
school fees had ended with the
implementation of the FSHS policy.
“Prior to the FSHS, we’ve always

had teachers with canes driving
students away from school for non-
payment of fees, especially during
examination periods. It was
disheartening but we had to do it
because auditors will also come after
us for not collecting public money.
“Now auditors are not chasing us;

suppliers are not chasing us; and we
are also not chasing students for
money because FSHS policy has sorted
us out,” he said, beaming with smiles.
The Headmistress of Manya Krobo

SHS, Ms Agnes Nartey, buttressed the
point made by Mr Afful, saying that
the FSHS policy was a saviour.
The General Overseer of The

Makers House Chapel, Dr Boadi
Nyamekye, commended the
government for the implementation of
the FSHS because it had relieved the
burden on the church scholarship
portfolio.
He said the church believed in

using education to bridge the gap
between the rich and the poor, adding
that “we believe education is the
leveller, education demystifies every
myth of greatness.”
Using his own life as an example,

the Regional Overseer of the Living
Power Resurrection Ministry
International Accra, Rev. Dr Yaw
Owusu Ansah, said he would have
been a professor by now if FSHS was
operational at the time he was
schooling.
He pledged to promote the

government FSHS policy to encourage
every child in the country to attain at
least  secondary school education.

By Timothy Ngnenbe

• Dr Matthew Opoku Prempeh, Minister of Education


Free SHS saved my life

• Louis Faith

Scan to listen to 
Louis Faith.
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THE Minister of
Education, Dr
Matthew Opoku
Prempeh,  has wished
all the West African
Senior School

Certificate Examination (WASSCE)
candidates success as they begin
the examination today.

“After three years of hard work,
the first batch of students to
benefit from this government's
Free SHS programme is set to begin
their WASSCE today.

“On behalf of the Ministry of
Education,  I wish all the students
well in their examinations. I would
also like to thank the teachers who
have worked incredibly hard to
bring the students this far,” Dr
Prempeh stated.

Free SHS
He explained that the free

secondary education introduced by
President Nana Addo Dankwa
Akufo-Addo  was in line with the
government's commitment to

provide quality secondary
education, “irrespective of his or
her family circumstances.”

“President Akufo-Addo’s
government introduced the Free
SHS concept in 2017 to improve
access.

Interventions
“In addition, various

interventions, particularly the
supply of free core subject
textbooks and publicly funded
academic ones, were introduced to
help students.

“I have no doubt in my mind
that our finalists will excel in their
examinations and make this
country proud,” Dr Prempeh stated.

COVID-19 protocols
He called on all students,

invigilators and other examination
stakeholders  to be mindful of the
COVID-19 hygiene and social
distancing protocols, “as we all seek
to battle this pandemic.”






• Some
beneficiaries
of Free SHS
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Govt determines to
end double track

ONE major phase of the
2017 free secondary
education system that
met lots of resistance is
the double track
system.

The double track system was
introduced in the 2018/2019 academic
year by the government to enable
various senior high schools to take in
more students and ensure that all
students have access to a senior high
school education. 

Academic year
Under the Double Track System, the

academic year is made up of two
semesters totalling eight months of
schooling or 162  teaching days.

Unlike the previous trimester
system where the total number of hours
students spent in the classroom for one
academic year was 1,080 hours, under
the new semester system, the total
number of hours students are expected
to spend in the classroom for one
academic year is 1,134 hours, an increase
of 54 hours a year.

The two sessions, christened the
Green Track and Gold Track, thus
replaced the trimester and introduced
the semester system, with the Green
Track beginning the academic year and
followed later with the students under
the Gold Track.

The double-track system took off on
September 11, 2018 with the track green
students enrolling for the 2018/2019
academic year, while the track gold
students on the other hand enrolled on
November 8, 2018 to replace the green
track, that was the beginning of this
phase of the FSHS policy.

Stop gap measure
The system affords the government

with the capacity to deal with the large
number of placed candidates who
hitherto, will not have had the
opportunity to access Free SHS as a
result of lack of classroom space.

This system, which is an outcome of
the Free SHS and in its second year of
operation is being run in 400 over
subscribed senior high and technical
and vocational education training
(TVET) schools throughout the country. 

In introducing the system, the
government explained that it was a stop
gap measure to address the teaming
students who qualified but could not
gain admission because their schools of
choice were constrained with facilities
and other logistics.

According to the government, the
system, is to last between five and seven
years to allow ample time to address the

accommodation challenges in the
various SHSs running the system after
which the double-intake system will
revert to the trimester school calendar
of the SHS.

Phasing out double track 
Throwing more light on the system,

the Deputy Minister in charge of Pre-
tertiary Education Dr Yaw Osei
Adutwum said as part of its effort to
improve secondary education
infrastructure stock in the country, the
government had
embarked on an
unprecedented
infrastructure
expansion programme. 

“Consequently, in the
next few years, the
Double Track will be
eliminated. At the
Kumasi   Secondary
Technical School for
example, the
government has
constructed  two four-
storey dormitory blocks
with a combined
occupancy of about 600. 

“In addition two
three-storey classroom
blocks with a seating
capacity of 1,800 has
been provided. To put it
in perspective the
seating capacity of an E-
Block is 1,200,” he
explained.

Strategy
He explained that the move was part

of government’s strategy to develop

school infrastructure to meet its double
track elimination pledge.

Speaking in an interview on the
implementation of the Double Track
system, Dr Adutwum was convinced
that the ministry was within the five to
seven-year time frame set by the
President to phase out the double track
system.

Benefits of Double Track
He was excited that as a result of the

Double Track system, enrolment into
SHSs had
increased from
365,000 in 2017 to
434,000 in 2018,
adding that
majority of the
double track
schools currently
had new facilities,
adding that beds
were recently
distributed to
schools with new
dormitories," he
explained.

He further
explained that the
Double Track
system ensured
the reduction in
congestion,
"because all the
students are not
in school at the
same time.

"Furthermore
irrespective of the

track of a student, they spend the same
number of days in school during the
academic year," he explained.

Interventions
Dr Adutwum said for the benefit of

the general public, "the Double Track
opens up more space for students and at
the same time reduces congestion."

Touching on interventions, he said
the government had set up intervention
grants in senior high schools to provide
incentives to teachers in exchange for
additional intervention and tutoring
opportunity for students.

Additionally, he said government
continued to give clearance for more
personnel to he hired to bolster
teaching and non-teaching human
resource capacity in all public SHSs in
the country.

He said the Double Track was an
innovative approach introduced to
boost enrolment while at the same time
it reduced congestion in SHSs across the
country.

“The strategy has been implemented
in various states in the United States to
solve problems arising from increased
student population.

“What President Nana Akufo-Addo
has done has attracted the attention of
the world. In a recent research
published by the Brookings Institution
of the US the Double Track has been
characterised as an innovative
leapfrogging strategy.” 

“It is therefore not surprising that
the Kenyan government after inviting
me as a keynote speaker for their 2019
National Education Conference
subsequently wrote to the Minister of
Education seeking technical assistance
for the introduction of the Double Track
System in Kenya,” Dr Adutwum proudly
said.

By Severious Kale-Dery

“What President
Nana Akufo-Addo has
done has attracted
the attention of the
world. In a recent
research published
by the Brookings
Institution of the US
the Double Track has
been characterised
as an innovative
leapfrogging
strategy.”

• One of the completed double track projects at the Zion College, Anloga in the Volta Region


 





IFever there is one social
intervention policy that the
President Nana Addo Dankwa
Akufo-Addo and his
government have shown so
much passion, interest and

full dedication to, then it is the free
secondary education policy and the
development of the education sector in
general. In the 2008, 2012 and 2016
manifestoes of the New Patriotic Party
(NPP), the Education Sector and in
particular the free secondary
education school policy featured
prominently.

True to his words, the President
ensured that in the first year of his
first term in office, the free secondary
school programme took off in earnest. 

Contrary to dissenting views that
the policy will receive less patronage,
the programme has been
oversubscribed.  This led to the
introduction of the ‘All Year Round
Academic Calendar’ – the Double
Track. Current enrolment figures stand
at 1,200,645 and this includes students
in the 721 Senior High, Senior High
Technical and Technical and
Vocational Education and Training
(TVET) Schools across the country.

Quality education myth  
Another interesting issue which

keeps coming up for discussion is the

catchphrase ‘quality education’.  Many
have wondered how free secondary
education could increase access and
ensure quality at the same time. 

I get surprised and even worried
when such pronouncements come
from well-seasoned academics and
educationists. 

The United States of America (USA)
has given access to more students at
the high school and the United
Kingdom has equally more students in
their secondary schools than Ghana
but I wonder whether we can
conveniently compare ourselves to
them in terms of the quality of
education. 

Access
Increasing access then does not

necessarily mean quality would be
compromised.

Interestingly, those with doubts
and reservations about the free
secondary education tend to use the
‘Quality Education’ catchphrase
without telling us what it really
means. 

Educational institutions,
governments, leaders, education
experts and various individuals and
organisations explain, interpret and
apply the quality education
catchphrase differently.  Whereas
some people emphasise the quality of
inputs to the education system, others
see the quality of the administrative
and organisational processes as the
most important ingredients to quality
education.

Different faces of quality
education 

Elsewhere, quality education is seen
as achievement of stated goals and
conformance to given specifications.
Education experts in this case use
students’
academic
achievements,
attendance rate,
dropout rate,
personal
development and
such indicators to
measure quality
education. 

Civil society
organisations and
some
development
partners use the
‘satisfaction
approach’ as the
measure of
quality education. 

For them, once
their
expectations are
met, quality
education has
been attained.
Such
expectations may
be the inclusion
or exclusion of some specific topics in
the curriculum or the use of some
teaching and learning methodologies.

Legitimacy and absence of
problems

In situations where the education
system has been fraught with
malpractices, achievement of
legitimate position or reputation
becomes key to the measure of quality
education. 

Countries and educational
institutions rely on public relations,
accountability, public image building
and conformity to the ethical and
moral norms of the wider education
community, to affirm the quality of
their education system.  

For some people, quality education
means there is complete absence of
problems, defects, weaknesses,
difficulties, troubles and dysfunctions
in the education system; an education
system with all the relevant and
required resources, logistics readily
available, highly qualified staff, better
facilities and equipment, availability of
teaching and learning materials
(TLM), better staff-student ratio and
more financial support.

Quality measures
Indeed, there is no one-size-fit-all

set of criteria for the determination of
quality education. However, in the past,
our approaches have been ad hoc and
largely concentrated on an aspect of
education sector at a time, hoping that
such reforms would generate total

quality. 
Could this be the reason why some

sceptics raised eye brows about the free
secondary school programme?

Government’s education
transformation agenda, which is in
line with UNESCO’s Education for All’s
(EFA) “minimum essentials for
ensuring quality education,” includes
developing committed and motivated
teachers – teacher professionalism,
teacher licensing, upgrade of teacher
education to degree, yearly professional
development allowance of
GHC1,200.00, payment of academic
intervention monies, and a robust,
reliable fast promotion system.

We have also defined and
implemented
appropriate
curricula – the
standard-
based
curriculum for
KG to Primary
and common
core
curriculum for
JHS. 

The new
curricula
prescribe
meaningful
formative and
summative
assessment
regimes.
Under the new
arrangement,
pupils will be
assessed in
primaries 2, 4,
6, and year 8. 

The idea is
to track their
progress and

put in remedial measures to ensure
they attain the basic standards at each
level. 

Differentiated learning
Differentiated learning and

targeted instruction approaches to
teaching and learning have been
introduced. 

Another EFA guideline enjoins us to
manage physical assets effectively and
we have done exactly that with the
introduction of the double track
system. 

Further, we have and continue to
provide appropriate teaching and
learning materials for students at all
levels: textbooks in core subjects,
exercise books, technical drawing and
visual art materials for senior
secondary and remedial crammers for
both senior and junior high students.

Other EFA essentials such as using
appropriate languages for learning,
promoting community participation,
strengthening site-based
management, creating a child-friendly
environment and harnessing
technology are receiving equal
attention. 

But we cannot say it all here. What
we can say for now is to wish the first
batch of candidates of free secondary
Education who are writing their
Certificate Examinations WASSCE, and
Technical Examinations today the best
of luck!

The writer is the Director-General
of the Ghana Education Service

Free senior
secondary education


By Prof. Kwasi Opoku-Amankwa 




Indeed, there is no one-
size-fit-all set of criteria
for the determination of
quality education.
However, in the past, our
approaches have been
ad hoc and largely
concentrated on an
aspect of education
sector at a time, hoping
that such reforms would
generate total quality.

• The writer



Success of Free SHS programme
• Role of National Food Buffer Stock Company

THEyear was 2017 and the
new government had
made it clear its strongest
determination to
implement one of the
most ambitious social

interventions and educational policies
since independence, the Free Senior
High School programme, otherwise
known as Free SHS. 

After consultations between the
Education Minister, Dr Mathew Opoku-
Prempeh and the Chief Executive
Officer of National Food Buffer Stock
Company (NAFCO),
Mr Hanan Abdul-
Wahab, a framework
agreement was
signed authorising
the latter to be
responsible for the
supply of food to
government-assisted
boarding and some
day high schools
nationwide.  

NAFCO moved
into action and
started supplying
food to the first batch
of the programme
that same academic
year. 

In all, a total of 18
different
commodities are
supplied to the
schools as per the
terms of the Framework Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU). 

The commodities are maize, rice,
cocoa powder, milk, sugar, flour, millet
and sorghum. 

The rest are palm oil, vegetable oil,
tin tomatoes, sardine, mackerel, tom
brown, gari, peanut or groundnut paste,
beans and margarine. 

Impact 
One of the key mandates of the

NAFCO as a food security reserve

company since its inception has been
to supply food to state agencies and
the decision to task it the responsibly
of food supply to senior high schools
has proven to be the best and
prudently so far for a number of
reasons. 

Quality and quantity
Food is essential to teenagers in

schools as it stimulates their growth,
well-being and ability to stay in school
and concentrate on their study. 

The quality and safety of food
supplied are not to be compromised,
same as the quantity. To facilitate this,

NAFCO set up a
Food Safety
Department that
ensures that food
supplied is safe,
nutritious and of
good quality and
quantity. 

The department
does a rigorous audit
of all manufacturing
and storage facilities
and the scope of
these audits are
based on Good
Manufacturing
Practices (GMP),
Good Storage
Practices (GSP) and
Good Hygiene
Practices (GHP) in
accordance with the
public health and
food safety laws. 

Apart from
working in concert with regulatory
bodies in the food industry to ensure
compliance with the food law, NAFCO
keeps records of all food items delivered
to schools for traceability purposes and
does monitor the food in various
schools to ensure schools are storing
them right. 

NAFCO works with small scale
industries in the food industry and have
successful stories of helping them
improve their products to meet

regulatory standards.
Our unannounced visits to schools

have also put storekeepers, matrons and
caterers on their toe to be as
professional and efficient as possible. 

Timeliness 
The involvement of NAFCO in the

Free SHS programme has ensured that
schools and for that matter students
receive food in a timely manner. 

This averts unrests among students
against school authorities as it had been
the case in some time past. The timely
supply and delivery of food also offer
school authorities the peace of mind to
focus on other things in the
administration of schools. 

Made-in-Ghana promotion 
One of the biggest achievements

under the Free SHS has been the ability
to change taste and preference for local
foods among students, and a typical
example is rice. 

NAFCO and the Ministry of
Education agreed on a deliberate policy
to supply Ghana rice to schools and
currently most schools across the
country are supplied 100 per cent Ghana

rice. Indeed, there are students who
have developed taste and preference for
rice grown in Ghana. 

Of the 18 food commodities, only two
or three are imported and this has
offered a push for the campaign to
promote made in Ghana products
among the young generation of
Ghanaians. 

Today, the Cocoa Processing
Company (CPC), Nestle Ghana Limited,
local palm oil producers, gari processors
and flour makers are all in active
business, thanks to the Free SHS
programme. 

Enrolment and retention 
Apart from fee-free nature of the

Free SHS, the provision of variety of
nutritious and healthy food has also
been a reason for the high numbers in
enrolment, attendance and retention in
public senior high schools since 2017. 

While many parents now, unlike
before, have reasons to enrol their
children in schools, the children
themselves no longer see the need to
stay away from school because of lack of
food. 

Employment and poverty
reduction 

NAFCO undertakes the supply of
food to the over 700 public senior high
schools using two main groups of
people: Licensed Buyers who buy the
grains in bulk from the farm gate on our
behalf and transport them to our
warehouses dotted across the country
and Licensed Suppliers who convey the
food from our warehouses to supply to
the schools. 

All of them put together, NAFCO
works with not less than 1,900
companies who themselves have
number of staff playing different roles
in the farming, purchasing, supply and
distribution chain. 

Apart from the hundreds of jobs
created directly, there are hundred
others who have benefitted immensely
because of the Free SHS programme
such as food processors, off loaders,
truck drivers, storekeepers and many
others.  

Also because a chunk of the foods
supplied are locally grown, many,
especially young professionals, have
gone into farming to take advantage of
the already market NAFCO provides
utilising the Buffer Stock mechanism to
drive the Free SHS agenda. This has
ultimately reduced poverty and created
employment for many. 

Conclusion 
Overall, the Free SHS has been not

only successful, but a game-changer in
the administration of public high
school education in Ghana and its
sustenance surely guarantees the future
of our dear nation. 

Government certainly deserves to be
applauded. 

The writer is the PRO of  NAFCO

By Emmanuel J.K. Arthur

Overall, the Free
SHS has not been
just only successful,
but also a game-
changer in the
administration of
public high school
education in Ghana
and its sustenance
surely guarantees
the future of our
dear nation.

• Mr Hanan Abdul-Wahab

•FLASHBACK: Mr Abdul-Wahab on an
unannounced visit to inspect cooking
facilities at Bawku Sec/Tech.

•FLASHBACK: NAFCO CEO joins students
of Techiman SHS for breakfast during one
of his unannounced visits in 2019


 



EDUCATION is critical to
the development of every
country and that explains
why politicians in Ghana
find it convenient to
convince the electorate

with promises hinging on education.
The National Democratic Congress

(NDC) in 2016 campaigned on
progressive FSHS while the New
Patriotic Party (NPP) won the day with
the FSHS mantra.

That is an indication that at least
our two major political parties
recognise the importance of education
to the Ghanaian but the divergence is
the form and how it is executed.

Pledges
Currently, while the ruling NPP

pledges to continue to invest heavily in
education under its free secondary
education policy which of course
includes TVET education, the NDC is
promising Free TVET from secondary
to tertiary. 

While the NPP pledged phasing out
the Double Track within five to seven
years with its current massive
infrastructural development
underway, the NDC pledged a quicker
end to “the dreaded double-track
system of secondary education”
through an emergency and massive
infrastructure drive. This will ensure a
conducive environment and one-track
qualitative learning experience for SHS
students.

So the fact remains that both
parties believe in expanded
infrastructure in order to offer access,
equity and quality education to the
future leaders of the country.

At this point, offering quality is
education is the puzzle that both are

offering us to solve. As the NDC
presents its intention to abolish the
double track to “ensure a conduicive
environment and one-track quality
education, the NPP has placed quality
as one of its priority of introducing the
free secondary education which gave
birth to the double track system,
“without compromising quality.”

Acknowledgement
The good thing as far as education

is concerned is that both major
political parties acknowledge the fact
that education is key and for that
matter every Ghanaian child of
schoolage should be in school and
remain in school at least up to the
secondary level.

Admission trend
For example, figures available

indicate that before the
implementation of the FSHS, out of the
number placed by the CSSPS yearly,
over 25 per cent did not enrol according
to the Minister of Education, Dr
Matthew Opoku Prempeh, citing the
northern scholarship admission and

placement trends,
which showed a
rather low figure of
an average of 11.48
per cent of
candidates placed by
the CSSPS did not
enrol.

But ever since
the inception of the FSHS, admission
figures have been on the ascendency.
In 2016 for example, 177,926 students
enrolled in form one, but the figure
went up in 2017 to 362,775 students
made up of the sum total of the
beneficiaries of the Free SHS
programme in the senior high schools
(SHSs) and those pursuing the
technical and vocational courses.

In 2018 and 2019, admission figures
reached 432,775 and 404,944 students
respectively.

The 25 per cent declined enrolment
is unacceptable before the inception of
the free secondary education. 

Importance of FSHS 
It implies that but for FSHS,

thousands of the current students in

the SHS,  technical and vocational
schools throughout the country would
have populated the already complex
situation of streetism in the country.

Thanks to the implementation of
the FSHS policy, the trend has changed
and currently, within three years of the
programme, our SHSs are already
bubbling with over 1.2 million

students.
Admission trends

and the rate of declined
enrolment have shown
that the FSHS is truly a
prop-poor intervention
and a game changer in
the lives of many
families and students
who would have missed
out in secondary
education had it not
been for free secondary

education.

Resit
The exciting thing about the free

secondary education is the fact that
final year students who failed in the
WASSCE have a second chance to resit
in their respective schools free of
charge.

This was a directive from the
President, Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-
Addo, that such students should be
allowed to rewrite the examination
with their immediate juniors.

Ordinarily, such candidates are
supposed to pay for their resist and
wait for a year or so later because by
the time the WASSCE results are
released the registration for the next
exams is normally long closed.

THE Director-General of the Ghana Education
Service (GES), Professor Kwasi Opoku
Amankwa, has urged the first batch of the free
senior high school (FSHS) students who are
currently writing the West Africa Senior School
Certificate Examination (WASSCE) to remain
focused to come out with flying colours.

He observed that as the first batch of the
government’s “free, accessible SHS education”,
the students needed to be good ambassadors by
working hard to get good grades to justify the
investment in them.

“For three years, your teachers have imbued
you with knowledge, impacted your lives with
wisdom, imparted to you, practical skills and
polished your abilities with continuous

assessments. In those years, your parents and
guardians have nurtured, fed and clothed you,
nursed you when ill and prayed so much for
you. Now is the time to do these facilitators
proud by staying focused in writing the exams,”
the GES boss added.

This was contained in Prof. Amankwa’s
goodwill message to the 313,837 beneficiaries of
the FSHS policy who are writing the
examination.

‘Be diligent’
The first batch of the FSHS students started

their exit WASSCE on July 20, 2020 after the
academic calendar which was to see them
complete in June this year was knocked off gear

by the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19).
The WASSCE started on July 20 with

practical examination.
The GES Director-General said as pioneer

students in the FSHS programme, it was
important for the candidates to set a good
academic precedent for their juniors to
emulate.

He urged the students to be cautious of the
COVID-19 protocols, eat well and have enough
rest to maintain good health for the
examinations.

“You must stay focused and have a sound
mind so that you can conquer the WASSCE with
clarity of mind, determination of purpose and
a positive attitude and bring home the crown,”
Prof. Amankwa added.

Assurance
The GES Director-General assured the

candidates that President Nana Addo Dankwa

Akufo-Addo, the Minister of Education, Dr
Mathew Opoku Prempeh, and other
stakeholders in the education sector were
solidly behind them in their endeavour.

He enumerated some interventions by the
government to make the FSHS policy
successful, including the distribution of free
textbooks as well as questions and answers in
all the main subjects and specialised training
of teachers in all the main subjects to aid in
their teaching. 

“The government fully paid fees for
practical exercises and exams to take that
burden off parents; extended revision time as
a result of the COVID-19 pandemic to allow for
more preparations before the exams and
distributed personal protective equipment
(PPE) for the safety of both students and staff
engaged in the recall to school and the
examinations,” he added.

Free education is
game changer

By Severious Kale-Dery 

Ever since the
inception of the
FSHS, admission
figures have been
on the
ascendancy. 

— Director-General, GES
Be good ambassadors, justify govt investment

• Some final year students of the
Coastal Estates International
School write their exam





	DG200804 (Page 21)
	DG200804 (Page 22)
	DG200804 (Page 23)
	DG200804 (Page 25)
	DG200804 (Page 26)
	DG200804 (Page 27)
	DG200804 (Page 28)

